
The Boundary Commission for England is operating under strict parameters in its review, which means that every constituency must have an electorate of between 72,810 and 80,473 voters.

There are four areas which the Boundary Commission has said it will pay particular attention to. Focusing your  arguments  on these criteria  will help to make your submission concise for the Commission. 

These areas are:

· Local government boundaries as they existed on 6 May 2010

· Boundaries of existing constituencies

· Any local ties that would be broken by changes in constituencies

Local government boundaries may be an important consideration for seats which are currently contained fully or mostly within one district or unitary or borough council area. The Boundary Commission’s plans now force many constituencies over those local government boundaries. In many cases this is inevitable because of the new electorate quota. However some of the proposed new constituencies become split between two local authority areas when they can easily be retained within one. Others now contain wards from three or even four local authority areas. 

Arguments can be made that this will reduce the effectiveness of the representation from the constituency’s MP as they will not be able to develop as good links between four sets of council staff / councillors as they would one.

Anyone wishing to argue for the second factor – keeping to the existing constituency boundary – must be made aware that arguments about a particular MP will not work. One cannot, for example, argue that their current representative serves them well as she or he takes on considerable case work etc while the MP for the constituency they find themselves under in the draft proposals does not. This review is strictly non-party political and will not consider the merits or otherwise of individual MPs. 

It will, however, be justifiable to argue that the area in which you live or represent shares a particular set of issues with other areas in the existing constituency that require representation from the same MP; and that splitting that part of the constituency into a new one could present difficulties.

The key factor however is the final one – respecting local ties. The Boundary Commissioners, in producing their draft proposals, have not had the time nor ability to travel to each constituency and scrutinise the communities they contain. The work so far has been map-based only. However constituencies are more than just lines on a map, they are communities sharing common bonds and common issues. This consultation period is designed for communities to reflect those natural ties to the commissioners – who have a duty to take on board all submissions before finalising their plans.

Factors that might influence the commissioners include:

· Split communities – particularly when a town has been split in half with wards going into two different constituencies (for example: Holt Park and Far Headingley).
· Commuting – if most people in your area commute to a particular town for work but you have now been taken out of that constituency and put into another

· Schools and hospitals – if you use services that were in your constituency but have now been put into another (for example: many people in Pool use services based in Otley)
· Culture and history – if your community has long been associated with a particular place but is no longer to be part of it

· Growth – communities which are expected to grow dramatically (i.e. a new housing estate is being built) but whose growth areas are being split from the rest of the constituency

These are just examples and there will be many other factors you may wish to mention.

Finally, the consultation also includes taking people’s views on the proposed new names of the constituency. If you feel strongly about this you are encouraged to submit a suggestion for a different name.

Submissions can be made in written form by writing to the Boundary Commission or via its website (http://consultation.boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk), emailing the Boundary Commission at reviews@bcommengland.x.gsi.gov.uk or writing to Boundary Commission for England, 35 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BQ. Written submissions do not need to be in any particular format. They can be bullet points or essays, or anything in between. They can include maps but by no means have to. They do, however, have to be received by December 5.

